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2016 UQ SNAPSHOTS 

Governance
On 11 July 2016, former Secretary of the 
Department of Foreign A�airs and Trade 
Peter N Varghese AO took on the role 
of Chancellor, following John Story AO’s 
retirement on 31 December 2015 after seven 
years of service. Deputy Chancellor Dr Jane 
Wilson acted as Chancellor from 1 January 
until 10 July, before resigning from Senate 
on 11 November 2016.

Global excellence
In 2016, the excellence of UQ’s performance 
was again confirmed by its high placement 
in global university rankings. UQ continued nfiry its7i (s of servic)1J
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/T1_1 4e rg88ry of the )]  
the number one MBA program in Australia 
and the Asia-Pacific and outside Europe and 
North America.

UQ is a member of the Group of Eight 
(Go8), a coalition of leading Australian 
universities, intensive in research and 
comprehensive in general and professional 
education. In November, it was announced 
that UQ’s Vice-Chancellor and President 
Professor Peter Høj will be chair for 2017.

UQ is also one of only three Australian founding 
members of the global network of research-
intensive universities, Universitas 21 (U21). 
During 2016, six UQ students were represented 
at U21 student experience events including 
the Undergraduate Research Conference 
in the UK, Summer School in China, Social 
Entrepreneur Corps in Ecuador and the 
Health Science Summer School in Chile.

Learning excellence
UQ maintained its position of having won 
more Australian Awards for University 
Teaching than any university in the 
country, with eight awards in 2016. Five UQ 
academics won Citations for Outstanding 
Contributions to Student Learning: Dr Saiied 
Aminossadati, Dr Lance Newey, Dr Phil 
Orchard, Professor Kenneth Pakenham, 
and Dr Judith Seaboyer. Professor Paul 
Mills won an Award for Teaching Excellence 
(Biological Sciences, Health and Related 
Studies); and the University won two Awards 
for Programs that Enhance Learning: the Pro 
Bono Centre in the Educational Partnerships 
and Collaborations with Other Organisations 
category, and UQ Three Minute Thesis in the 
Postgraduate Education category. 

Paralympic Games athletics classifier and 
HealthFusion coach Dr Emma Beckman, 
from the School of Human Movement 

Total enrolments1

2013 2014 2015 20162

Full-time 
internal 39,908 41,867 41,958 42,105

Part-time 
internal 7153 7179 7244 7412

External 1743 1703 1628 1553

TOTAL 48,804 50,749 50,830 51,070

Female 55.4% 55.2% 55.0% 54.5%

Male 44.6% 44.8% 45.0% 45.3%
1  Female and male percentages may not add up to 
100 as persons classified as Other are not included.

2  Figures for 2016 are preliminary. Data will be 
finalised in mid-2017.
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the 17 Australian recipients; four other 
UQ students also received $10,000 
Westpac Asian Exchange Scholarships 
to support their interest in Asia and help 
develop their global leadership skills.

International students
International enrolments from more than 
141 countries made up 26.1 per cent of 
the student population in 2016, providing 
enhanced learning and cultural experiences 
for all UQ students and the broader 
community. International enrolments 
generated $385.5 million in income for the 
University, including $202.2 million from 
undergraduate students, $139.1 million from 
postgraduate students, $7 million from 
non-award students, $12.7 million from 
Research Higher Degree students, and $24.4 
million from the Institute of Continuing and 
TESOL Education. The export business UQ 
generates supports the local economy, and 
the University has contributed greatly.

UQ is a university of choice for international 
students, being in the top 100 of the four 
most influential global rankings (Academic 
Ranking of World Universities, QS World 
University Rankings, Times Higher Education 
World University Rankings, and U.S. News 
Best Global Universities Rankings).

Discovery excellence
UQ maintained its strong reputation as 
one of Australia’s top research-intensive 
universities in 2016.

UQ was awarded the maximum five-star 
rating for research grants and research 
intensity in the Good Universities Guide 
2016, with the University’s reputation for 
research excellence underpinned by its 55th 
global ranking in the Academic Ranking 
of World Universities—the most influential 
global university ranking. UQ again topped 
the nation in the prestigious Nature Index, 
which rates institutions and countries 
according to the number and quality of 
research publications.

Internationally, UQ’s research community 
continued to excel in quality and impact, 
contributing solutions to some of the great 
challenges of our time. Innovators have 
made genuinely life-changing advances. 
As of 2016, the life-saving Gardasil® 
and Cervarix™ cervical cancer vaccines 
developed at UQ are available in more 
than 130 countries, and more than 187 
million doses of the HPV vaccines have 
been distributed worldwide. The Triple P 
– Positive Parenting Program has reached 
more than four million children and their 
families; it is used in 25 countries, having 
been translated from English into 19 other 
languages; and is ranked as the number 
one parenting program in the world by the 
United Nations. GroundProbe mine-safety 

technology is used by some of the world’s 
largest mining companies on more than 
150 sites in 19 countries, and UQ image 
correction technology is used in two-thirds 
of the world’s magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) machines.

In September, The Boeing Company 
announced that the Brisbane Technology 
Centre of Boeing Research and Technology 
will relocate to UQ’s St Lucia campus in 
early 2017. While the major focus of the 
relationship with Boeing primarily involves 
collaborative research, Boeing also provides 
a wide range of support for undergraduate 
programs.

The prestigious AusBiotech and Johnson 
& Johnson’s Innovation Industry 
Excellence Awards recognised Protagonist 
Therapeutics as Australian Company of the 
Year. A clinical-stage biopharmaceutical 
company, Protagonist Therapeutics is 
founded on research from UQ’s Institute 
for Molecular Bioscience and develops oral 
drugs for the treatment of gastrointestinal 
disorders such as Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease.

Needle-free Nanopatch technology 
developed at The University of Queensland 
has been used to successfully deliver 
an inactivated poliovirus vaccine. This 
breakthrough was done in collaboration 
with the World Health Organization, the US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
and vaccine technology company Vaxxas.

In recognition of UQ’s global plant breeding 
systems expertise, the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation awarded a $3.8 million grant to 
the Queensland Alliance for Agriculture and 
Food Innovation (QAAFI) and the School 
of Agriculture and Food Sciences to assess 
plant breeding programs in developing 
countries, in order to identify the best 
avenues to improve them. 

An industry-supported $10 million 
biopharmaceutical initiative will be 
established at The University of Queensland 
to train the next generation of scientists 
and enhance Australia’s capabilities in 
the pharmaceutical sector. The Australian 
Research Council (ARC) Industrial 
Transformation Training Centre for 
Biopharmaceutical Innovation is the result 
of ARC funding, and cash and in-kind 
contributions from industry partners.

UQ was awarded two of the ARC’s 
16 Australian Laureate Fellowships 
commencing in 2016, and was second 
nationally on total funds awarded ($5.8 
million). UQ’s new Australian Laureate 
Fellows are Professor Alan Rowan from the 
Australian Institute for Bioengineering and 
Nanotechnology, and Professor Paul Burn 


