
2     THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND  ANNUAL REPORT 2017 THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND  ANNUAL REPORT 2017       3  

2017 UQ HIGHLIGHTS 

Global excellence
In 2017, the excellence of UQ’s performance 
was again confirmed by its high placement 
in global university rankings. UQ continued 
to rank among the world’s top universities, 
and within the top 50 according to several 
key independent rankings.1

UQ maintained its ranking of 55th globally 
and second in Australia in the prestigious 
Academic Ranking of World Universities 
(ARWU). In the ARWU subject rankings, UQ 
was named in the world’s top 10 universities 
for six subjects (with 18 subjects in the 
top 50 and 36 in the top 100) and best in 
Australia in another six.

In 2017, UQ moved up four spots to rank 47th 
globally in the QS World University Rankings, 
was 45th in the U.S. News Best Global 
University Rankings (up from 52 in 2016), but 
moved to second place nationally in the Nature 
Index Table of Top Academic Institutions 
(although remained first in life sciences). QS 
also gave UQ a five-star rating with a global 
ranking of 49th and top in Queensland in 
2018 for graduate employability.

In the Performance Ranking of Scientific 
Papers for World Universities, UQ was 
again ranked in the world’s top 50, 
improving two places to rank 41st globally 
and third in Australia.

The 2018 Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings placed UQ 65th 
globally, down from 60th the year before.

UQ continued to be within the top 50 
according to other measures, including 
40th in the University Ranking by Academic 
Performance (URAP)—moving up one place 
from 2016—and 38th in the CWTS Leiden 
Ranking (moving up five spots from the 
previous year).2  With a global ranking of 16, 
The Economist ranked UQ’s Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) as the number one 
MBA program in Australia and the Asia–Pacific 
(and outside Europe and North America) for 
the sixth consecutive year.

In 2017, UQ’s Vice-Chancellor and President 
Professor Peter Høj began his term as chair 
of the Group of Eight (Go8), a coalition 
of leading research-intensive Australian 
universities, of which UQ is a member. 

Learning excellence
UQ maintained its position of having won 
more national awards for university teaching 
than any other university in the country, 
with six Australian Awards for University 
Teaching (AAUT) in 2017. Three UQ 
academics won Citations for Outstanding 
Contributions to Student Learning: Professor 
Anthony Cassimatis, Dr Lisa Fitzgerald, and 
Dr Poh Wah Hillock. Carl Sherwood won 
an Award for Teaching Excellence (Law, 
Economics, Business and Related Studies 
category), Dr Vincent Wheatley won in 
the Physical Sciences and Related Studies 
category, and the First-Year Chemistry 
Program won an Award for Programs that 
Enhance Learning (Innovation and Flexibility 
in Curricula, Learning and Teaching). 

Associate Professor Roslyn Petelin was 
nominated as one of only 10 edX prize 
finalists worldwide, for her MOOC Write 
101x: English grammar and style.

UQ was selected as the host organisation for 
the 2017 China–Australia University Summit 
on Teaching and Learning (CAUSTL). With 
the theme of ‘Disruption to higher education’, 
the invitation-only conference attracted 70 
delegates to the St Lucia campus.

UQ was a finalist in three categories of the 
2017 Australian Financial Review Higher 
Education Awards: Education Technology 
(with UNSW, for BEST Network’s Slice); 
Equity and Opportunity (for the Critical 
Thinking Project); and Industry Engagement 
(with Boeing, for the Boeing Research and 
Technology–Australia Technology Centre).

UQ also won the Outstanding Collaboration 
in Higher Education and Training 2017 
Award category of the Business Higher 

2016 SNAPSHOTS

Education Round Table (BHERT) Awards 
for its Biomedical Education, Skills and 
Training (BEST) network project, and the 
Outstanding Collaboration in Community 
Engagement 2017 Award category for its 
Plum pickings: transforming the native 
food industry; empowering Aboriginal 
communities project.

The Graduate Outcomes Survey revealed 
that UQ graduates exceeded national 
averages in 2017 with a 73.9 per cent full-
time employment rate and $60,000 per 
annum starting salary.

UQ was awarded the maximum five-
star rating for student demand, sta� 
qualifications and learning resources in the 
Good Universities Guide 2018.

Student excellence
The 2018 round one of the New Colombo 
Plan Mobility Program was announced in 
August, with 42 UQ students receiving 
mobility grants to travel overseas. 

UQ students also won many international 
scholarships in 2017, for example:

–– UQ graduates Jordan English, Steven 
Ettema and Heather Muir were named 
2018 John Monash Scholars and will be 
furthering their studies at Cambridge 
and Oxford universities in recognition of 
their leadership potential

–– Humanities student Damian Maher won 
a Rhodes Scholarship to study a Master 
of Arts in modern and contemporary 
literature at Oxford University 

–– Amy Bergman was selected as one 
of only eight 2017 laureates for the 
Embassy of France Nicolas Baudin 
Program to study at Sciences Po on 
exchange in France

–– Thomas Lynch was one of only two 
Australian students to receive the 
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Discovery excellence
UQ maintained its strong reputation as 
one of Australia’s top research-intensive 
universities in 2017.

The University’s reputation for research 
excellence was again underpinned by 
its 55th global ranking in the Academic 
Ranking of World Universities (ARWU)—the 
most influential global university ranking. 
UQ is one of only two Australian universities 
to be included in the ARWU global top 60.

Of this year’s successful Advance 
Queensland Innovation Partnerships 
(AQIP) applicants, UQ had more successful 
applicants than any other research 
institution, with six projects sharing  
$4.2 million in State Government funding.

Internationally, UQ’s research community 
continued to excel in quality and impact, 
contributing solutions to some of the great 
challenges of our time. UQ innovators have 
made genuinely life-changing advances 
over the years, including the life-saving 
Gardasil® and Cervarix™ cervical cancer 
vaccines, the Triple P – Positive Parenting 
Program, GroundProbe mine-safety 
technology, magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) image correction technology, and 
a potential new treatment for pain that 


