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UQ is a leading research university and our research links with China are substantial and growing.  
Collaboration is essential to research and innovation.  We do however recognise that research 
collaboration should not come at a cost to our national security.  That is why we welcome the dialogue 
which the government has initiated to more clearly define “no go” areas of research with foreign 
partners and also to deal sensibly with grey zones of research so that we do not throw out the “baby 
with the bath water”. 
 
Australia has to come to grips with China’s emergence as a leading economy and a research 
powerhouse.  Our political systems and values are very different.  But boycotting China is not a sensible 
option.   What we need is a clear eyed engagement with China which serves our interests and is faithful 
to our values.  We would do well to make that the touchstone of our approach, whether as a nation or a 
university. 
 
 
 
 


